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Picture of the Scottsboro Boys a day after their arrest. 
Article One: 
Who Were the Scottsboro Boys? 
Link   
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/scottsboro-boys-who-were-the-boys/ 
scottsboro_montgomery_AL.Mont.A.jpg 
 

A. Olen Montgomery. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Olen Montgomery: 
"That thing they had here on May Day what good did it do. Not any at all. I'm still locked up in 
the cell. Instead of the I.L.D. trying to make it better for me here in jail they are making it harder 
for me by trying to demand the people to do things. Listen, send me some money. Send me three 
dollars like I told you in my first letter." 
-- Letter to his mother after a May Day rally. May 3, 1934 
 
Olen Montgomery was born in Monroe, Georgia. He made it through fifth grade and was the 
only defendant who could write at the time of the nine teenagers' arrest. Extremely myopic, and 
with a cataract in one eye, Montgomery could not see well at all. He was en route to Memphis, 
looking for work to buy some new eyeglasses, when he was taken from the train and arrested in 
1931, at the age of 17. The pair of glasses he had was broken on the day of the arrest and he went 
for two years without a new pair. 
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He didn't know any of the other young men and boys with whom he was sentenced to death. 
However, being the most literate of the group, he wrote letters for the others. In a letter to their 
International Labor Defense lawyer George Chamlee, Montgomery wrote: "i Was on My Way to 
Memphis on a oil tank By My Self a lone and i was Not Worred With any one untell I Got to 
Paint Rock Alabama and they Just Made a Frame up on uS Boys Just Cause they Cud." 
 
After the first trial, Montgomery was jailed for six years without a retrial. During that time, he 
wrote songs. In 1936 he wrote to Anna Damon of the I.L.D.: "You can get some small six string 
guitars and sent it rite away please I need it. if I live I am going to Be the Blues King. I want to 
surprise every Body some day Anna please don't wait a minute sent it rite on to me so I can Be 
practicing on these too songs that I have made up." His "Lonesome Jailhouse Blues" was 
published in the Labor Defender and began: "All last night I walked my cell and cried, Cause 
this old jailhouse done get so lonesome I can't be satisfied." 
 
In a compromise in 1937, four of the defendants, including Montgomery, had the rape charges 
dropped against them. Defense attorney Samuel Leibowitz immediately picked them up from 
their jail, drove them out of the state, and put them on a train to New York. 
 
In New York, Leibowitz had planned to place the boys in vocational schools, but offers from 
vaudeville proved too tempting. Thomas S. Harten, a minister, offered to manage the four 
released young men and presented them at Harlem's famous Apollo Theater. Harten's 
management style did not translate into good wages for the four, though. Leaving their manager, 
Montgomery and Roy Wright agreed to a national tour sponsored by the Scottsboro Defense 
Committee to raise money for their five incarcerated friends. 
 
By 1938 Montgomery had bought himself a guitar and a saxophone and was taking music 
lessons. He continued to appear at meetings for the S.D.C. (which was paying his way until he 
could support himself with his music). Eventually the S.D.C. funds ran out and, after a brief stay 
in Georgia, Montgomery settled in Detroit, Michigan. There, after a night of drinking, he passed 
out on the bed of a girlfriend. Her landlady discovered them and accused him of rape, a charge 
that was dropped two days later. 
 
After that, Montgomery spent his days in New York or Atlanta, usually drinking and 
occasionally receiving financial help from the NAACP. 
 

B. Scottsboro_-Clarence-Norris_AL.Mont.A.jpg 
Clarence Norris. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Clarence Norris: 
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"My name is Clarence Norris, one of the Scottsboro Boys. I was arrested in Alabama in 1931 and 
sentenced to the electric chair three times. The governor commuted my sentence to life in prison. 
I was released on parole twice, once in 1944, and I broke my parole and went back to prison until 
I got out in 1946. I broke my parole again and I have been free ever since. I want to know if 
Alabama still wants me." -- explaining the reason for his call to Alabama Governor George 
Wallace, 1973. 
 
Clarence Norris was the son of a former slave. At the age of seven, he was put to work in the 
fields the family sharecropped, and went to school only minimally. After his father died, he 
began working for wages. When he was 19, he took a trip on the Southern Railroad to look for 
work; instead he was arrested with eight other African American teenagers he didn't know. 
 
In jail, much of his time was spent on death row, and he was haunted by the executions he could 
hear from his cell, and began dreaming of his own death. 
 
His first trial overturned, Norris was retried -- and again sentenced to death -- in 1933. His 
appeal went to the United States Supreme Court, and in Norris v. Alabama, the court decided 
that the absence of black jurors on the jury rolls of Alabama constituted a violation of the 
Fourteenth Amendment's equal protection clause. 
While awaiting a new trial, Norris wrote: "I am alone, out to myself. No one to say a Kind word 
to Me just listen to the other people away from me." In 1937, Norris was tried and convicted a 
third time. As a few of the others were released he suspected that "the State frame me out of the 
best of my life just to get those four boys free." The next year, his death sentence was commuted 
to life in prison by Alabama Governor Bibb Graves. While working in a prison mill, Norris lost a 
finger. Prison life was difficult, he was losing hope and, he despaired, "without hope, a man in 
prison is nothing." 
 
In 1944 Norris was released on parole. After fleeing north, he was convinced to return to 
Alabama, in large measure to improve the lot of the two remaining Scottsboro defendants. 
Although promised leniency, Norris was returned to prison. Two years later, in 1946, Norris was 
paroled again. 
 
After his release, Norris fled again, and assumed his brother's identity. He found work on his 
own, or with the help of friends like his defense lawyer, Samuel Leibowitz, and the NAACP. 
Two marriages quickly began and ended. He was arrested a few times, for gun possession, for 
gambling, and for stabbing a girlfriend. By the 1960s, he was living with a third wife and their 
children in Brooklyn, New York. Still in violation of his parole, he feared the effect of the 
revelation of his past on his children. The NAACP began proceedings to help determine if he 
was still a wanted man. Finally, in 1973, he called Alabama Governor George Wallace, and told 
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one of the governor's subordinates the reason for his call. Did they still want him in Alabama? 
They did. 
 
Enlisting the aid of NAACP lawyers, Norris requested a pardon. Alabama Parole and Pardon 
Board Chairman Norman Ussery required that Norris first turn himself in and reinstate parole 
before a pardon could be considered. The NAACP stepped up a public relations campaign and 
national newspapers, television networks and elected officials showed their support for Norris' 
position. The two other members of the Parole Board acted independently to void Norris' parole 
delinquency. This allowed Governor Wallace to approve a pardon. 
 
On October 25, 1976, Clarence Norris, the last of the nine Scottsboro defendants, was no longer 
wanted by Alabama authorities. Moreover, he was officially declared "not guilty." 
 
His comment on the pardon: "The lesson to black people, to my children, to everybody, is that 
you should always fight for your rights, even if it cost you your life. Stand up for your rights, 
even if it kills you. That's all that life consists of." 
 
A speaking tour for the NAACP followed, and then a meeting with Wallace. Norris' 
autobiography was published in 1979. In the 1980s Norris was diagnosed with Alzheimer's 
disease, and he died on January 23, 1989. 
 

C. Scottsborop_Haywood-Patterson_AL.Mont.A.jpg 
Haywood Patetrson. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Haywood Patterson: 
"I'd rather die than spend another day in jail for something I didn't do." 
-- after getting 75 years, rather than the requested death sentence, January 24, 1936 
 
Haywood Patterson was born in Elberton, Georgia in 1913. By the time he was fourteen, he was 
riding the rails, looking for work. He was 18 when he hopped on an Alabama-bound freight train 
with his friends Eugene Williams and Roy and Andy Wright. Patterson admitted that he was one 
of the black teenagers who fought with white hoboes, who had tried to force them off the train, 
but the charge against him was rape. 
 
After the first trial, in which the nine Scottsboro defendants were tried in groups, Patterson 
became the point man in the subsequent trials. In March 1933 he was retried before Judge Jams 
Horton of the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, with Samuel Leibowitz as lead defense attorney. 
That trial ended in a conviction and death sentence, but Judge Horton set aside the conviction. 
The next trial, before Judge Williams Callahan, resulted in another death sentence. 
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A confusing series of filing deadlines was missed and Patterson lost his right to appeal. 
However, in their ruling on Norris v. Alabama, the United States Supreme Court recognized that 
the two cases were interrelated and strongly suggested that the lower courts look into the 
Patterson case again. 
 
While in prison, Patterson found he regretted skipping out on school. "I held a pencil in my hand, 
but I couldn't tap the power that was in it." But he taught himself to read using a dictionary and a 
Bible. 
 
Patterson was not particularly well liked, by the other Scottsboro defendants ( Clarence Norris 
swore he would kill Patterson if he had a chance), by other prisoners, or by the guards that ran 
the prisons. In Atmore Prison, he had to keep perpetually vigilant against physical and sexual 
assaults. To avoid the latter, Patterson himself became a sexual predator, and kept a "gal-boy." 
He lost faith in all things but one: "I had faith in my knife. It had saved me many times." 
 
In February 1941, a guard paid one of Patterson's friends to kill him. This "friend" stabbed him 
twenty times, puncturing a lung and sending him to the brink of death. Amazingly, he recovered. 
After alternating between being a maniacal terror and a model prisoner, Patterson managed to get 
himself transferred to Kilby Prison, and assigned to the prison farm. In 1948 Patterson made a 
successful prison break. Escaping to Detroit, he was eventually caught by the FBI, but the 
governor of Michigan refused to allow him to be extradited to Alabama. 
 
Still in Detroit, Patterson worked with a journalist, Earl Conrad, to write his autobiography. 
Scottsboro Boy was published in June 1950. In December of that year, he was arrested after a 
fight in a bar resulted in a stabbing death. His first trial ended in a hung jury; the second was a 
mistrial. After his third trial, he was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to six to fifteen 
years. He served only one, as he died of cancer in jail on August 24, 1952. 
 

D. Ozie Powell. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Ozie Powell: 
"Momma ain't but one thing I want to tell you right now. Don't let Sam Leibowitz have anything 
else to do with my case." 
-- after being shot, January 1936 
 
Ozie Powell was born in rural Georgia, near Atlanta, in 1916. His parents separated when he was 
young and his mother worked for white people in Atlanta. He could write his name, but not 
much else. 
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When he was fourteen, he left home, working at camps and sawmills for weeks or months at a 
time before moving on. A year after leaving home, he was headed toward Memphis on a 
Southern Railroad train. At Haywood Patterson's first trial, Powell testified that he had followed 
a group of black boys who were going to throw the white boys off the train, but most of their 
opposition had jumped off the train by the time he got to the right car. Soon afterward, the train 
was stopped and Powell was arrested, along with eight other African American boys he didn't 
know. 
 
He was tried before Judge A. E. Hawkins with Willie Roberson, Andy Wright, Eugene Williams, 
and Olen Montgomery. It was under Powell's name that an appeal went before the United States 
Supreme Court (Powell v. Alabama, 287 U.S. 45 (1932)), which ruled that the defendants did not 
receive adequate defense counsel. 
 
At Haywood Patterson's third trial at the end of 1933, Ozie Powell's testimony was confused and 
contradictory. After a tough cross-examination, defense attorney Leibowitz asked him how much 
schooling he had had in his life. "About three months," was the answer. Patterson was convicted, 
but the decision was again overturned by the Supreme Court of the United States, this time on 
grounds that the absence of black jury members denied the defendants equal protection under the 
law, as required by the Fourteenth Amendment. 
 
Patterson was tried and convicted again in January of 1936. Following the swift group conviction 
days after the incident, Ozie Powell had been imprisoned without a retrial for five years. While 
being transported from Patterson's trial back to the Birmingham Jail, he pulled out a pocketknife 
and slashed Deputy Edgar Blalock in the throat. Sheriff J. Street Sandlin stopped the car, pulled 
out his gun and shot Powell in the head. Blalock was out of the hospital the same day with ten 
stitches. Remarkably, Powell also survived. 
 
His mother visited him in the hospital while Powell recovered. "I done give up," he told her. 
When asked why, he replied, "Cause I feel like everybody in Alabama is down on me and is mad 
with me." He suffered permanent brain damage from the shooting. 
 
In January 1937 Dr. G. C. Branche examined the Scottsboro defendants and reported that Powell 
(like Roberson) had an IQ of about 64 and a mental age of nine. A 1937 Life magazine story on 
the defendants stated that Powell "can barely spell out words. Nobody writes to him." 
 
In July of 1937 Powell pleaded guilty to assault and was sentenced to 20 years. Leibowitz 
requested that the six years already served be taken into account, but Judge Callahan, noting that 
the rape charge had been dropped against Powell, gave him the maximum sentence. He was sent 
to Atmore, the prison for dangerous criminals known as "the murderers' home." 
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In October of 1938 Powell was driven to the statehouse and an interview with Governor Bibb 
Graves. Graves decided against granting clemency. 
 
Powell was paroled in 1946 and returned to live in Georgia. 
 

E. Scottsboro_willie-roberson_AL.Mont.A.jpg 
Willie Roberson. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Willie Robertson: 
"I just got to say I think I am doing well to keep the mind I got now. These people make wise 
cracks talking about somebody in Alabama to defend us, say I would get out better. They won't 
let the New York people come around." 
-- to a visitor to jail, 1937 
 
Willie Roberson was born on the Fourth of July, 1915, in Columbus, Georgia. His father walked 
out a month after his birth and his mother died when he was two. Willie was raised by his 
grandmother until her death in 1930. Although he made it through to seventh grade in Atlanta, a 
doctor later measured Roberson's IQ to be about 64, and his mental age at nine. He could not 
read or write and had difficulty speaking, and was the butt of many courtroom spectators' jokes. 
 
Roberson had boarded the Southern Railroad headed to Memphis in search of free medical care 
for his syphilis and gonorrhea. He was in pain and lying in a car near the back of the train when 
he was arrested along with the 8 other African American teenagers accused of rape. The cane he 
used to walk with was thrown away on orders of the deputy that took him into custody. 
 
This painful, syphilitic condition was evidence to defense attorney Samuel Leibowitz that 
Roberson could not have committed this crime. Judge James Horton agreed that it was unlikely 
that Roberson could have jumped from car to car as Victoria Price claimed. However, when it 
was revealed that Ruby Bates had been treated for syphilis herself, Roberson's venereal disease 
was cited as evidence of his guilt. Horribly, he was not treated for his condition until 1933. 
 
Roberson was one of the defendants released in July of 1937, after six years without a retrial. 
Upon his release, Roberson said he wanted to become an airplane mechanic. After a brief foray 
into show business, Roberson settled into steady work in New York City. He was continually 
plagued by ill health, and suffered asthma attacks and bad luck. One night in Harlem, Roberson 
was in a bar when a fight broke out. Although not involved in the fight, he was arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct. Of that incident he wrote, "I am again a victim of almost 
inconcievable maglinity and though I hartily dislike the role of myrter I have been cast in that 
role and it seems impossible to escape it." 
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Roberson's asthma had been greatly aggravated by his time in jail and he eventually died of an 
asthma attack. 
 

F. Scottsboro-Charles-Weems_AL.Mont.A.jpg 
Charles Weems. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Charles Weems: 
"Please tell all the young mens to try hard and not to go to prison for my sakes." 
-- April 1944 
 
Charles Weems was a native of Chattanooga, Tennessee. His mother died in 1915, when he was 
only four, and six of his seven siblings died soon afterwards. His father then fell ill and sent him 
to live with an aunt in Riverdale, Georgia. He was on his way home to Tennessee when he was 
pulled from the Southern Railroad train. He was twenty years old and did not know any of the 
other 8 African American defendants. 
 
After the initial Scottsboro trial, Weems was not tried again until July of 1937. Fellow 
defendants Clarence Norris and Andy Wright had just lost their cases and defense attorney 
Samuel Leibowitz, in a frustrated summation of Weems' case, told the jury that he no longer 
believed he could convince a white jury of a black defendant's innocence in a rape case. "I'm sick 
and tired of this sanctimonious hypocrisy. It isn't Charley Weems on trial in this case, it's a Jew 
lawyer and New York State put on trial here." Whoever was on trial, it was Weems who was 
sentenced to seventy-five years in prison. 
 
While in prison, Weems was tear gassed in his cell for reading International Labor Defense 
literature, and he asked his correspondents not to mention any labor actions in Birmingham, 
Alabama. In October 1937, after some of his fellow defendants were released, Weems was in the 
prison hospital for tuberculosis. In March of the next year, in a case of mistaken identity, he was 
stabbed with a knife by the prison mill foreman. 
 
He was paroled in November 1943, and was offered a job in a laundry in Atlanta. He married 
and settled down into obscurity, keeping his job and his health, although his eyes would persist 
in bothering him from the tear gas a decade earlier. 
 

G. Scottsboro_Eugene-Williams_AL.Mont.A.jpg 
Eugene Williams. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Eugene Williams: 
"Sorry about my last letter -- hope it didn't make you angry. Didn't mean any harm whatever. 
only telling you how I felt towards you and what's more I could not help it." 
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-- Letter to the International Labor Defense apologizing for a frustrated outburst, December 1936 
 
In 1931 Eugene Williams was traveling from Chattanooga to Memphis looking for work with his 
friends Haywood Patterson and Roy and Andy Wright.. At 13, he was one of the youngest of the 
nine African Americans taken from the train. 
 
Williams was convicted in a speedy trial at Scottsboro with the other boys, but the Supreme 
Court of Alabama struck down his conviction based on his young age. He was still in jail without 
another trial in 1937 when the defendants received two visitors, a Life magazine reporter and Dr. 
G. C. Branche. Williams told Branche that he thought often of girls. Lifemagazine described him 
rather suspiciously as "a sullen, shifty mulatto" who "usually tries to impress visitors with his 
piety." In July of that year, he was released, along with three other defendants. 
 
After his release and a brief entertainment career, Williams moved to St. Louis where he had 
relatives who helped him adjust to a relatively stable life. 
 

H. Scottsboro Andrew Wright.jpg 
Andrew Wright. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Andrew Wright: 
"Mr. White, if you can't trust your mother, who can you trust?" 
-- Andrew Wright to the NAACP executive secretary, August 1931 
 
On March 25, 1931, Andy Wright left his native Chattanooga on a Southern Railroad freight 
train headed for Alabama, accompanied by his younger brother Roy and two friends, Haywood 
Patterson and Eugene Williams. All four of the African American teenagers were pulled off the 
train and arrested at Paint Rock, Alabama, after allegedly participating in a rape of two young 
women who were white. Andy was 19 at the time, and had had enough schooling that he could 
read and write a bit. 
 
With the other teenagers arrested on the train, he was convicted in 1931. In the ensuing struggle 
between the NAACP and the International Labor Defense for control of the legal appeal, the 
I.L.D. acted swiftly in securing the trust and support of the defendants (who nevertheless 
vacillated) and their parents and legal guardians. It was the support of their parents that led most 
of the defendants to put their trust in the I.L.D. 
 
In 1937 Andy Wright was sentenced to 99 years in jail for rape. He wrote a letter to the 
Scottsboro Defense Committee expressing concern that he and four of the other defendants had 
had their freedom traded for the four released that year. In Kilby Prison in Montgomery, 
Alabama, he was assaulted by both guards and prisoners, and spent time in the prison hospital. 
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His continually poor health made it difficult for him to work in the prison industries and further 
antagonized his tormentors. Wright narrowly escaped an attack when Charley Weems took his 
shift at the prison mill and received knife wounds intended for Andy. 
 
As bad as the physical punishment was, the psychic punishment may have been worse. By 
independent accounts, Wright was a good-natured prisoner, but he wrote: "A colored convict's 
very best behavior is not good enough for these officials here. Every time they open their mouths 
it is [']you black bastard.['] When we think we are doing right we be cursed at and kick around 
and beat like dogs." 
 
In 1939 he wrote: "I am trying all that in my power to be brave but you understand a person can 
be brave for a certain length of time and then he is a coward down. That the way it is." When 
advised to "snap out" of his depressed state, he wrote: "What do you think I am a iron man[?] 
You all is out there w[h]ere you can do for yourself and get things done and then have a nerve to 
write and tell me to cheer up." 
 
In November 1943, Wright received parole and was sent to work near Montgomery. The work 
the parole board had found seemed no better than prison to Andy, and he fled north. Allan 
Knight Chalmers, the chairman of the S.D.C., persuaded him to return south, in part so that 
Patterson and Powell's parole hearings might have more favorable results. When Wright 
returned, he was imprisoned despite promises of leniency. 
 
In May 1950, Wright was paroled again, and Chalmers found a job for him in an Albany 
hospital. When asked about Victoria Price upon his release, Andy said: "I'm not mad because the 
girl lied about me. If she's still living, I feel sorry for her because I don't guess she sleeps much at 
night." He was the last Scottsboro defendant to leave jail. 
 
In Albany the next year, Wright was accused of rape for a second time. A former girlfriend 
accused him of raping her thirteen-year-old foster daughter. Wright claimed he had merely 
bought a present for the girl and detectives hired by the NAACP confirmed his story. An 
all-white jury acquitted him after he spent another eight months in jail. His involvement in the 
Scottsboro case undoubtedly loaned credence to the woman's accusations. "Everywhere I go, it 
seems like Scottsboro is throwed up in my face. I don't believe I'll ever live it down," he 
lamented. 
 
Andy Wright's run of bad luck continued: in subsequent years, he found little work in Albany, 
Cleveland or New York City. In a fight with his wife, he stabbed her; she didn't press charges, 
but he was forced to leave Albany for good and he settled in Connecticut. 
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Leroy Wright. Courtesy: Montgomery Archives 
Leroy "Roy" Wright: 
"They whipped me and it seemed like they was going to kill me. All the time they kept saying, 
"now will you tell?" and finally it seemed like I couldn't stand no more and I said yes. Then I 
went back into the courtroom and they put me up on the chair in front of the judge and began 
asking a lot of questions, and I said I had seen Charlie Weems and Clarence Norris with the 
white girls." 
-- Roy Wright, to New York Times reporter Raymond Daniell, March 10, 1933 
 
Roy Wright was born and raised in Chattanooga, Tennessee. When he was thirteen, he left home 
for the first time, to look for work with his older brother Andy, and their friends Haywood 
Patterson and Eugene Williams. He was arrested, along with eight other African American 
teenagers, on that trip. The youngest of the Scottsboro defendants, Roy Wright was interviewed 
by the New York Times while he awaited his trial in juvenile court. 
 
At the initial trial, Roy testified that he had seen some of the other defendants rape the two girls, 
Victoria Price and Ruby Bates. Later, he claimed that that testimony had been coerced. His own 
trial ended in a hung jury, with 11 jurors seeking a death sentence and one voting for life 
imprisonment. 
 
That was the only trial Roy had, and he spent the next six years in jail. He was in the car in 
transport to Birmingham Jail, and handcuffed to Ozie Powell when Powell slashed a deputy with 
a knife and was shot in return. 
 
In January 1937, at the age of 19, he told a visitor, "If I have to spend more than one or two years 
longer, I just as well spend the rest of my life. If I was an old man perhaps I wouldn't mind it so 
much but that's what's against me; I'm young and innocent of the crime." He also complained: "I 
was put in solitary confinement in January 1936 and got fresh air once out of the thirteen months 
and that was last Friday. Some may count it a year but I count it thirteen months." 
 
He liked to read, and kept a Bible with him always (he felt that pulp magazines with stories 
about others' pleasure would drive him crazy while he was in jail). Later that year, Lifemagazine 
described Roy as the "youngest and smartest of the Boys." 
 
In July 1937 Roy was released with three of the other defendants. The quartet joined the 
vaudeville circuit, but were soon disillusioned with their fees. After breaking with their manager, 
Roy and Olen Montgomery went on a two and a half month tour organized by the Scottsboro 
Defense Committee, speaking in more than 40 cities to raise money and awareness for his 
brother Andy and the others still in jail. 
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After the tour, Roy found a sponsor in Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, the well-known African 
American entertainer, who offered to pay for Roy's education at a vocational school. After 
school, Wright served in the army, joined the merchant marine, and married. 
 
In 1959, returning home from a tour at sea, Roy found his wife at the home of another man. In a 
fit of jealous rage, he killed her and then returned to his apartment, and his Bible, and shot 
himself. 
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Article Two: 
The Scottsboro Accusers 
Link  
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/scottsboro-ruby-bates-and-victoria
-price/ 
 
Victoria Price (1911 - 1982): 
"I didn't lie in Scottsboro. I didn't lie in Decatur and I ain't lied here. I've told the truth all the 
way through and I'm a' gonna go on fighting 'til my dying day or 'til justice is done." 
-- after her lawsuit against NBC, 1976 
 
On March 25, 1931, Victoria Price and Ruby Bates were travelling in men's overalls, hoboing 
aboard a Southern Railroad freight train, when it was met by a heavily-armed posse in Paint 
Rock, Alabama. The posse sought the black teenagers who had thrown a group of white boys off 
the train. When the two white women said they had been raped by the black youths, the town, the 
women and the group of black young men and boys became part of the tragic episode in 
American history known as Scottsboro. 
 
Price grew up in a poor part of Huntsville, Alabama and worked in local cotton mills, when there 
was work. During the Depression, the mills only employed Price and Bates for five or six days a 
month. On some of the other days, Price trespassed on the rails, travelling in search of work. She 
was just one of a vast army; at the height of the Depression, a quarter million jobless young 
people lived itinerant lives, moving from place to place by hopping trains. 
 
Price had first gone to work as a spinner at age 10, alongside her mother, but after her mother 
suffered an injury, young Victoria earned all the money they had. Her 1931 wages, $1.20 a day, 
were only half of what she had been making before the Depression, in 1929. The Hunstville 
Deputy Sheriff told a researcher for the American Civil Liberties Union that Price supplemented 
her earnings with prostitution. Other neighbors reported that black men were among her patrons. 
Price herself insisted that she was virtuous and ruined by the black youths on the train. 
 
When Victoria Price accused six of the nine boys of raping her, she was twenty-one years old, 
and had been married three times. According to Ruby Bates and Lester Carter, the white young 
man Bates had met a few days before, Price had been with her boyfriend, a married man named 
Jack Tiller, two nights before the ill-fated train ride. On the witness stand, Carter testified he'd 
met Tiller and Price in Huntsville, where they were jailed for adultery and he had been locked up 
for vagrancy. When they were released, the group met up with Ruby Bates, and the four decided 
to ride the rails together. Bates and Price spent the night, and had sex with Carter and Tiller, in a 
hobo jungle, a temporary camp near the tracks that was used by itinerants waiting for trains. 
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Defense lawyer Samuel Leibowitz suggested that Price had invented the rape by the black 
defendants when the train they'd hopped was stopped in Paint Rock. He proposed that Price 
made up the charge to protect herself and Bates. Leibowitz speculated that the young women 
feared they would be arrested for vagrancy or for being hobos in the company of the black 
youths. And he amassed a host of details in his witnesses' testimony to prove Price wasn't telling 
the truth. But Leibowitz was unable to depict Price as the lying, loose woman he believed her to 
be. An atmosphere of extreme hostility toward the Jewish New York lawyer and his witnesses 
had taken hold, so much so that a reporter in the courtroom heard more than one person say, "It'll 
be a wonder if Leibowitz gets out alive." Despite the many inconsistencies in her testimony, 
Price captured the all-white jury's sympathy. Denying any acquaintance with Carter, rejecting his 
story of spending the night in the hobo jungle, and insisting she had been raped by the black 
youths on the train, Price offered her own explanation of events. 
 
She was an avid talker and told the story of the rape with many colorful details. The rape story 
she told to grand and petit juries at Scottsboro involved knives and guns with one boy claiming 
they were going to take the girls north and "make us their women." At the trials in Decatur, she 
said that "one of them pulled out his private parts and says, 'when I put this in you and pull it out 
you will have a Negro baby.'" 
 
Price was the star witness for the prosecution, but perfectly uncooperative with the defense. In 
response to Leibowitz's questions, she would reply, "I can't say" or "I can't remember." When 
asked if the model train he set up in court was similar to the one they had been riding on she said 
it was not, the train she rode on was much bigger. Along with his questions, Leibowitz 
introduced evidence that Price had been arrested for adultery and fornication in January of 1931. 
 
The cases were repeatedly appealed and retried. In 1934 lawyers for the International Labor 
Defense tried to bribe her to change her testimony, but she revealed the plot to the police. At four 
trials in Scottsboro, one before Judge Horton, two more in 1933 before Judge Callahan, and four 
more in 1937, Victoria Price stuck to her story, refusing to budge under cross-examination, and 
each time the jury found the defendants guilty. After 1937, four of the defendants were in prison 
for rape, one for assault and four others had been let free. Price was no longer needed to testify 
and she faded into obscurity. Dan Carter wrote in his 1969 history of the trial, Scottsboro, A 
Tragedy of the American South, that he believed she was dead. 
 
In 1976 Price resurfaced. Now known as Katherine Queen Victory Street, she was suing NBC 
for slander and invasion of privacy for the broadcast of Judge Horton and the Scottsboro Boys, a 
television movie. She had married twice more since World War II and was living in Tennessee. 
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She returned to the witness stand for her suit and told her story for the twelfth time in a court of 
law. In the end, her case was dismissed by the judge. She died in 1982. 
 
Ruby Bates (1915 - 1976): 
"I told it just like Victoria Price told it." - testifying at Decatur, 1933 
 
At the time she accused three black young men of raping her, Ruby Bates was seventeen years 
old. She lived, like Victoria Price, in a poor neighborhood of Huntsville and worked in the mills. 
Wages in 1931 were half what they had been just two years ago, and that was when work was 
available. 
 
Although some Southerners believed racial segregation was present at all levels of society, that 
just wasn't true. In the poverty-stricken parts of Huntsville where Bates spent her time, blacks 
and whites played together, drank together, and even sometimes slept together. Bates, who was 
white, had once been arrested for hugging a black man in public; this incident indicates the 
difference between behavior that was present and that which was legislated against. 
 
Bates was the quieter of the two accusers, and was always more vague about what had happened 
on the train. For the most part, she let Price do the talking and concurred with her version of 
events. At the first trial, in Scottsboro in 1931, she confirmed the story they had told the posse at 
Paint Rock, Alabama, on the day they came off the train and alleged that nine black teenagers 
had raped them. 
 
In 1932, during an unrelated arrest, police found a letter that Bates had written to a boyfriend. In 
the letter, she denied having been raped. The man who had the letter on his person claimed that 
he had been paid by the International Labor Defense to get Bates drunk and have her write the 
letter. 
 
Not long afterward, Bates disappeared. She wasn't seen for weeks. Then, in a surprise twist to 
Haywood Patterson's second trial in Decatur before Judge James Horton in 1933, Bates appeared 
as a surprise witness for the defense. She testified that there was never any rape, and that the 
evidence of sexual activity from the examination of herself and Price was from the night before, 
when they had been with their boyfriends. Under cross-examination, she was confronted with the 
conflicts in her testimony at Scottsboro, and becoming flustered, proved to be a poor witness. 
Furthermore, she was asked about how she had paid for the new dress she had on, and where she 
had been. Her answer, that her new possessions were bought for her in New York, convinced 
many that her testimony had been bought as well. 
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According to Bates, she had gone to New York with a friend. Having a crisis of conscience, she 
sought out Reverend Harry Emerson Fosdick, pastor of Riverside Church, whose picture she had 
seen and found trustworthy. They met, and he convinced her to return to Alabama to testify. 
 
After the Patterson trial, Bates discovered that she was the target of much of the hate and 
resentment that had previously been focused on defense attorney Samuel Leibowitz and the 
Communists of the I.L.D. She was taken out of town by armed deputies and sent back north, 
where many people celebrated her courage and honesty. Among them were Communists, who 
asked her to speak at rallies for the case, including a March on Washington in 1933 with the 
parents of the defendants. On that trip, she spoke to a crowd of five thousand in Baltimore: "I 
want to tell you that the Scottsboro boys were framed by the bosses of the south and two girls. I 
was one of the girls and I want you to know that I am sorry I said what I did at the first trial, but I 
was forced to say it. Those boys did not attack me and I want to tell you all right here now that I 
am sorry that I caused them all this trouble for two years, and now I am willing to join hands 
with black and white to get them free." Bates even wrote to the defendants in prison and 
appeared at rallies with them when four were released in 1937. 
 
After testifying for the defense, Bates could no longer stay in her community. She moved to 
Washington State in 1940, married Elmer Schut and called herself Lucille. She resurfaced in the 
1970s to file a slander suit against NBC for its broadcast of the television movie Judge Horton 
and the Scottsboro Boys. Her husband died in October of 1976, and Ruby died a week later, just 
two days after Clarence Norris received his pardon from the State of Alabama.  
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Article Three: 
A Miscarriage of Justice: The True Story of the Scottsboro Boys: 
“I knew if a white woman accused a black man of rape, he was as good as dead… All I could 
think was I was going to die for something that I had not done.” 
– Clarence Norris 
 
It all began on a train from Chattanooga, Tennessee to Memphis by way of Alabama on March 
25, 1931. A white foot stepped on Haywood Patterson’s hand. He shrugged it off, but the 
harassment continued, and led to a fight between the white and black youths on the train. It was 
the early years of the Depression and all were hoboing. After they were thrown off the train, the 
white boys complained to a stationmaster. When the train stopped in Paint Rock, Alabama, there 
was a posse waiting. The sheriff’s deputies pulled off nine young African American teenagers 
and two white women dressed in overalls. It isn’t clear who said the word rape, but as soon as it 
was mentioned, the boys were arrested and brought to the nearest jail – Scottsboro, Alabama. 
 
That was just the beginning. 
 
A lynch mob gathered outside the jail and threatened to break down the doors. The sheriff called 
the governor and the governor deployed the National Guard to disperse the mob. Twelve days 
later the nine teenagers were put on trial. 
 
“The courtroom was one big, smiling white face.” 
 
– Haywood Patterson 
 
The first trials of the boys were completed in four days. The youths received no competent 
counsel. They were represented by Stephen Roddy, a lawyer from Tennessee who was there at 
the request of friends of the boys’ parents (and unfamiliar with Alabama law) and the public 
defender, Milo Moody, a 69-year-old lawyer who hadn’t practiced in years. Neither lawyer was 
given time to prepare for the case. After swift trials, with outrageous testimony from the 
accusers, Victoria Price and Ruby Bates, the eight oldest were sentenced to death by electric 
chair and scheduled to die on July 10, 1931. Roy Wright’s trial ended in a mistrial, not because 
he was assumed innocent, but because due to his young age the jury could not decide whether the 
sentence should be death or life imprisonment. 
 
“Why I am sitting down, thinking of no one but you, mama. They didn’t give me a fair trial. 
They are going to kill us for nothing.” 
– Andy Wright 
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Applause greeted each verdict in the courtroom. Most Southern papers celebrated the verdict. 
But a small Communist paper phoned their main newsroom up north, drawing the attention of 
the Communist Party. Their legal division, the International Labor Defense (ILD), approached 
the boys’ parents to convince them to allow the ILD to represent the youths in the appeals. The 
boys and their families agreed and George Chamlee was hired by the ILD to represent them. On 
March 24, 1932 the Alabama Supreme Court upheld the convictions with the sole exception of 
Eugene Williams, due to his age. In May 1932, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the appeal. 
 
“Do all you can to save me from being put to death for nothing. Mother, do what you can to save 
your son.” 
 
– Haywood Patterson 
 
On November 7, 1932, in Powell v. Alabama, the Supreme Court overturned the Scottsboro 
convictions by a vote of 7 to 2. The majority opinion determined that the defendants were denied 
a fair trial due to ineffective counsel who had no time to prepare, resulting in a violation of the 
due process clause in the Fourteenth Amendment. The Court ordered new trials. It was the first 
time the Court had reversed a state criminal conviction in violation for a criminal procedural 
provision in the Bill of Rights and set a legal precedent to guarantee defendants access to 
adequate council. 
 
For the retrials, local lawyer George Chamlee succeeded in moving the trials away from 
Scottsboro to Decatur, Alabama. Samuel Leibowitz, one of the best criminal defense attorneys in 
the country, was retained by the ILD in January 1933 to lead the defense. He was a celebrated 
New York lawyer who had never lost a murder case. He was not a Communist and took the case 
pro bono. The Attorney General of Alabama, Thomas E. Knight, Jr, led the prosecution. His 
grandfather had been a Civil War general and his father was the Alabama Supreme Court judge 
who wrote the majority opinion to uphold the Scottsboro Boys’ original conviction. 
 
“Getting out is the main thing I think about. We’re in here because of lies.” 
 
– Eugene Williams 
 
After Leibowitz noted there were no African Americans on the jury rolls, Haywood Patterson’s 
second trial began on April 3, 1933 under Judge James E. Horton, Jr. Lynch mobs gathered and 
again the National Guard was called. 
 
Ruby Bates Testifies 
Ruby Bates testifies for the defense. 
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Ruby Bates was a surprise witness who came in to testify for the defense that she had not been 
raped by the defendants. The prosecution attacked her credibility by revealing that her clothes 
had been bought by the Communist Party, thus implying that her testimony had been bought as 
well. The prosecution also painted Leibowitz as an untrustworthy outsider because of his Jewish 
faith and northern roots. Despite a lack of evidence, a smiling jury voted unanimously for death. 
 
In a seventeen-page decision, Judge Horton postponed the rest of the trials until he could 
determine that a fair and impartial trial was possible. He ordered a new trial for Haywood 
Patterson, which was a controversial move; when Horton ran for re-election in 1934, he was 
soundly defeated. 
 
A new judge, William Callahan, was announced for Haywood’s retrial. The 77-year-old had 
never attended law school. He refused all of the defense’s requests, sustained all of the 
prosecution’s objections and struck from the record any testimony that did not fit his narrative. 
The jury again gave a guilty verdict with punishment of death. Clarence Norris’s trial ended the 
same way. Their executions were stayed by the Supreme Court. 
 
“Just stuck here in the same old cell at 4:30am…If there is a god as they say he knows I am not 
guilty of such a hideous crime.” 
 
– Roy Wright 
 
On April 1, 1935, four years after the Scottsboro boys’ arrest, the Supreme Court decided two 
cases related to the Scottsboro trials: Norris v. Alabama and Patterson v. Alabama. In the Norris 
case, Leibowitz argued that the trials were inherently biased due to the exclusion of African 
Americans on the juries. The Supreme Court agreed that Clarence Norris had been denied his 
right to equal protection under the Fourteenth Amendment, setting a new precedent and chipping 
away at Jim Crow segregation. New trials were ordered while the boys continued to languish in 
prison, often in solitary confinement and terrible conditions. 
 
The all-white jury 
The all-white jury with a replica of the train, built by attorney Samuel Leibowitz. 
 
In December 1935, the ILD, the NAACP and the ACLU came to an agreement to work together 
and formed the Scottsboro Defense Committee headed by Allan Knight Chalmers, a pastor from 
New York. Knowing that Leibowitz was now a liability to a prejudiced jury, the Committee and 
Leibowitz agreed that he would not lead the defense and would quietly advise Clarence Watts, a 
local attorney brought on to argue the case. 
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“If I don’t get free I just rather they give me the electric chair and be dead out of my misery 
because I sure don’t want no time for something I haven’t did.” 
 
– Willie Roberson 
 
Haywood Patterson’s new trial began in January 1936. African Americans were now required to 
be on the jury rolls, but now-Lieutenant Governor Knight immediately struck all from serving 
and Judge Callahan refused to even let the prospective black jurors take seats in the jury box. 
The all-white jury then heard a case very similar to the first three, with Judge Callahan allowing 
every prosecution objection and cutting off all testimony for the defense. The jury returned 
another guilty verdict, but this time recommended 75 years in prison instead of death because 
one juror was adamantly against the death penalty. 
 
“I done give up. I feel like everybody in Alabama is down on me and is mad with me.” 
 
– Ozie Powell 
 
On the way back to jail from Patterson’s verdict, Ozie Powell, who had been suffering from 
mental illness due to years in confinement, attacked a guard with a small knife he had hidden on 
him. The guard had insulted Leibowitz and slapped him. Ozie was shot in the head. He survived 
but was never the same. His memory was impaired, he had trouble speaking and hearing, and his 
right side was very weak. After the assault and shooting, Judge Callahan postponed the rest of 
the trials. 
 
“I have been in jail over five years. And it’s a shame.” 
 
– Olen Montgomery 
 
“I’m young and I’m innocent of a crime. I was put in solitary confinement in January 1936 and 
got fresh air once out of the thirteen months and that was last Friday. Some may count it a year, 
but I count it thirteen months.” 
 
– Roy Wright 
 
While the boys had now been in prison for five years in a constant state of uncertainty, the state 
of Alabama found keeping them taxing, both financially and politically. Prosecutor Thomas 
Knight visited Samuel Leibowitz in New York and over a series of weeks came to a 
compromise. Olen Montgomery, Willie Roberson, Eugene Williams and Roy Wright would be 
released immediately. Leibowitz would advise Clarence Norris, Charlie Weems, and Andy 
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Wright to plead guilty to simple assault and their sentence would not be more than 5 years. 
Haywood Patterson, the only one convicted, would be released at the same time they would. 
Ozie would only be charged for assaulting the officer. Before the agreement could be carried out, 
Knight suddenly died, and Judge Callahan ordered new trials. 
 
Lawyer Samuel Leibowitz with seven of the boys after asking the governor of Alabama for a 
pardon. 
 
“The reason I’m in trouble is prejudice against colored people; nothing but a frame-up.” 
 
– Charles Weems 
 
Norris’s trial was first, beginning July 13, 1937. The trial was again fast and ended in a guilty 
verdict with the punishment of death. Andy Wright’s was next – guilty with 99 years. Charlie 
Weems got 75 years. Ozie Powell got 20 years for assaulting the deputy after rape charges 
against him were dropped. Then, in front of an empty courtroom, charges for the other four were 
dropped. 
 
The four freed boys, Willie Roberson, Olen Montgomery, Eugene Williams and Roy Wright 
were taken by Samuel Leibowitz to New York. Montgomery and Wright went on a speaking tour 
on behalf of the five still in prison. Williams went to St. Louis where he had family and 
Roberson took a job in New York City. He later moved to Brooklyn, where he died of an asthma 
attack. Olen Montgomery attended music school, but was unable to support himself and moved 
from job to job. Roy Wright finished school, served in the army and got married. In 1959, 
convinced his wife had been unfaithful, Wright shot her and himself. 
 
The other five, now sentenced, were transferred to a prison where they had to work twelve hours 
a day in cotton mills and were subjected to beatings by guards and threats of murder from other 
prisoners. Their health was permanently damaged. 
 
“I have got tired of waiting. I have lost my health and my mind.” 
 
– Andy Wright 
 
“If anyone thinks that I am going to say I’m guilty when I am not and tell a lie on myself or 
anyone else, he’s crazy. If that’s the way I will have to get out of prison, I will always be here.” 
 
– Haywood Patterson 
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After losing all appeals and once the Supreme Court denied to hear the case again, Scottsboro 
Defense Committee leader Chalmers had a protracted negotiation with the Alabama governor for 
pardons for the other five. Instead, the Governor commuted Norris’ sentence to life in prison. 
Even President Roosevelt asked Governor Bibb Graves to pardon the boys. He refused and left 
office at the end of his term. 
 
Charlie Weems was finally paroled in November 1943, after 12 years in prison. Andy Wright 
and Clarence Norris were paroled in January 1944, Powell in June 1946. 
 
“Everywhere I go, it seems like Scottsboro is throwed up in my face…I don’t believe I’ll ever 
live it down.” 
 
– Andy Wright 
 
After parole, Wright and Norris were made to work in a sawmill by their parole officer. It was 
miserable; they couldn’t make ends meet and eventually violated parole by leaving Montgomery, 
Alabama. Chalmers was still negotiating for Powell and Patterson’s release, and their parole 
violation made this task more difficult. He persuaded Norris to return to Alabama, where he was 
put back in prison for another two years. 
 
Once released again he broke parole and went north, vowing never to return. Wright was in and 
out of prison several times during his parole, when he had trouble finding work because of his 
notoriety. He was finally released for good in 1950, nearly twenty years after his first night in 
prison. Nothing is known of his life afterward. 
 
“This place is killing me. I don’t see why we innocent boys should be kept here all this time for 
nothing.” 
 
– Haywood Patterson 
 
Haywood Patterson was never paroled – he escaped prison in 1948 and moved to Michigan. He 
lived as a fugitive and quit jobs as soon as people figured out who he was. He met Earl Conrad, 
author of Jim Crow America, and together they published Scottsboro Boy, Patterson’s story in 
his own words. Alabama was furious at the book’s publishing and demanded Patterson be 
returned, but Michigan refused to extradite him. He was later arrested for murder in a barroom 
brawl, convicted of manslaughter and returned to jail. He died less than a year later from cancer 
at the age of thirty-nine. 
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Clarence Norris lived as a fugitive in New York after breaking parole. By the late 1960s, tired of 
the constant fear that the FBI would find him, Norris contacted the NAACP to help him arrange 
a pardon. After failing to convince Alabama officials to pardon Norris, the NAACP launched a 
public campaign in the fall of 1976. It worked. On October 25, 1976 Alabama Governor George 
Wallace granted Clarence Norris a full pardon. He was officially free. After publishing an 
autobiography, The Last of the Scottsboro Boys, Norris died in 1989, the last surviving 
Scottsboro Boy. He was seventy-six. 
 
In 2013, Alabama posthumously pardoned the other Scottsboro Boys: Ozie Powell, Andy Wright 
and Haywood Patterson. 
 

© 2020 
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Article Four:  
SCOTTSBORO: AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY | ARTICLE 
The NAACP and the Scottsboro Trial 
Link  
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/scottsboro-naacp/ 
  
Scottsboro-NAACP-Feature.jpg 
Miss Juanita E. Jackson of the NAACP (fourth from left) visiting Scottsboro boys, January 1937. 
Courtesy: Library of Congress 
 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), one of the nation's 
most prominent civil rights organizations today, was founded in 1909 by leading black and white 
Americans concerned with the condition of blacks in the United States. In particular, the group 
was formed in response to lynchings of blacks in the South. 
 
The organization followed the Scottsboro case in the local southern newspapers but did not have 
a local representative reporting on the situation; the information they received did not 
immediately convince the NAACP that the boys were innocent. When Walter White, executive 
secretary of the NAACP, began receiving inquiries on the case, from board member Clarence 
Darrow, among others, he began a more careful investigation of the incident. 
 
By the time the NAACP made an effort to become involved in the legal defense of the accused, 
the International Labor Defense had already staked a claim to the case. This led to public 
relations campaigns by both groups trying to discredit the other. The NAACP thought the I.L.D. 
was using the Scottsboro case as propaganda for the cause of communism; the I.L.D. thought the 
NAACP was too moderate, willing to collaborate with the ruling class for small gains. The boys 
were easily swayed by both organizations but ultimately, the I.L.D. was more successful at 
courting their parents, and that decided the issue. 
 
Although the I.L.D. officially ran the legal defense, the NAACP never lost interest in the case, 
and watched all the developments carefully. The organization remained active in providing 
support for the defendants and their families, and advancing their cause. 
 
In 1935 the competing groups came together and the Scottsboro Defense Committee was formed. 
Within the new group, the I.L.D. position was reduced, and the NAACP was a voting member. 
 
After the compromise outcome of 1937, with four of the young men convicted of rape, Ozie 
Powell imprisoned for assaulting a deputy, and four of the defendants set free, the NAACP 
helped find jobs for each of the boys as they left prison. 
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In the 1970s, when Clarence Norris wanted to put his past behind him, NAACP lawyers helped 
him receive his pardon from the state of Alabama. 
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Article Five: 
SCOTTSBORO: AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY | ARTICLE 
The Scottsboro Judges 
Link  
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/scottsboro-biography-trial-judges/ 
  
Judge James Edwin Horton Jr., 1878 - 1973. 
 
Justitia fiat coelum ("Let justice be done though the Heavens may fall." -- Paternal grandfather's 
motto 
 
James Edwin Horton Jr. was born in Tennessee in 1878, the son of a former slave owner. He 
studied medicine at Vanderbilt for a year and then received a B.A. and Bachelor of Law at 
Cumberland University, in 1897 and 1899. His father was a probate judge and Horton clerked for 
him before entering private practice. He served for one term in the Alabama State Legislature 
(1910-14), and then served in the State Senate. When a chancery court seat opened, he left the 
senate to fill that seat. After returning for a while to his law practice and the land he farmed, 
Horton was elected judge of the Eighth Circuit Court in 1922. In 1933 he was in his second 
six-year term. 
 
Horton was praised by the prosecution and defense alike when he was named to judge the second 
trial of the Scottsboro defendants in Decatur, Alabama. His lean, lanky physical appearance was 
often compared to Lincoln's, and he was considered extremely fair-minded. 
 
For Haywood Patterson's second trial, Horton welcomed the press into his courtroom, even 
shaking the hands of two African American journalists. He listened carefully to the witnesses, 
even, as was his habit, coming around his bench to look at their faces as they spoke. Horton may 
have been particularly impressed by the medical testimony of Dr. R. R. Bridges, the physician 
who had examined Victoria Price and Ruby Bates hours after the incident. Bridges' associate, Dr. 
Marvin Lynch, asked not to testify, but in a private meeting with Judge Horton told him that he 
did not believe the women had been raped. Horton later recalled his response: "My God, Doctor, 
is this whole thing a horrible mistake[?]" The judge implored him to take the stand, but Lynch 
was reluctant to jeopardize his young career. 
 
Later in the trial, when reports of a possible lynch mob reached the judge, he excused the jury 
and addressed the court: "I say this much, that the man who would engage in anything that would 
cause the death of any of these prisoners is a murderer; he is not only a murderer, but a cowardly 
murderer... I absolutely have no patience with mob spirit.... Your very civilization depends upon 
the carrying out of your laws in an orderly manner." 
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Still later, instructing the jury, he said: "You are not trying whether or not the defendant is white 
or black -- you are not trying that question; you are trying whether or not this defendant forcibly 
ravished a woman." 
 
"You are not trying lawyers, you are not trying State lines; but you are here at home as jurors, a 
jury of your citizens under oath sitting in the jury box taking the evidence and considering it, 
leaving out any outside influences." 
 
The jury sentenced Patterson to death. 
 
In the days that followed, Judge Horton read the sentence into the record, and then postponed 
further trials due to the inflamed atmosphere in the town. 
 
Editorials, telegrams and letters of all opinions flooded Horton's court, praising his equanimity, 
condemning his tolerance for Samuel Leibowitz, excoriating the verdict that was reached in his 
courtroom and warning him against reversing the jury's decision. One visitor suggested that if 
Horton dared annul the jury's verdict, his re-election in 1934 would be in doubt. "What does that 
have to do with the case?", he asked with a smile. 
 
On June 22, 1933, Judge Horton convened his court. Expecting it to be a filing for a new trial, 
the first step for an appeal to higher courts, Leibowitz did not attend. But instead of listening to a 
motion, Judge Horton read a remarkable disputation of the verdict and concluded by calling for a 
new trial for Patterson. In a recent interview, one of Horton's sons described his father's speaking 
style as somewhat awkward, but his written decision is a model of logic and eloquence. 
 
The Supreme Court of Alabama took Horton off the case and delivered it to Judge Callahan. As 
predicted, Horton lost his bid for re-election the following year. He retired to his land, a villain to 
some, a hero to many. 
 
Further information on the Scottsboro cases heard by Judge Horton, including excerpts from 
testimony, are available on Professor Douglas Linder's Famous American Trials Web site at the 
University of Missouri - Kansas City Law School. 
 
Judge William Washington Callahan (1863 - 1947): 
 
"Where the woman charged to have been raped, as in this case, is a white woman, there is a very 
strong presumption under the law that she will not and did not yield voluntarily to intercourse 
with the defendant, a Negro. And this is true whatever the station in life the prosecutrix may 
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occupy, whether she be the most despised, ignorant and abandoned woman of the community, or 
the spotless virgin and daughter of a prominent home of luxury and learning." 
-- Charge to the jury, Haywood Patterson trial, 1933 
 
William Washington Callahan was born June 30, 1863 on a farm in Alabama. His formal 
schooling ended with high school, but he read law in the office of W. P. Chitwood, and worked 
as a lawyer and state representative before being elected as a judge in 1928. 
 
After Judge James Horton was asked to step down from the Patterson case, all the Scottsboro 
cases were transferred to Judge Callahan's court. Unlike Horton, Callahan forbade cameras in his 
courtroom ("There ain't going to be no more picture snappin' round here," he declared) and made 
clear that the press was much less welcome. Callahan tried to keep the case as straightforward as 
possible, limiting many of defense attorney Samuel Leibowitzobjections and sustaining most of 
the prosecution's objections of Leibowitz -- and even chiming in with a few objections of his 
own. 
 
On the subject of Victoria Price's virtue, or lack thereof, Callahan objected to lines of 
questioning that impugned her reputation. When Leibowitz inquired as to who accompanied 
Price on the train, Callahan objected, "I can't allow the time of the court wasted on matters so 
immaterial. You mustn't ask that question again." When Leibowitz continued to ask about the 
night previous to the alleged rape, Callahan said: "That is far enough for me to know all I want to 
know, to know that the question is illegal," and admonishing Leibowitz: "The more I shut you 
off the better shape you're in." Avoiding the background of a rape victim is a position still taken 
in contemporary rape cases; however, this left only one explanation for the medical reports that 
indicated the presence of semen in both women. Patterson was convicted of the crime. 
 
All the other Scottsboro trials brought before Judge Callahan ended in the convictions of the 
defendants. As talk grew of a potential compromise in the case, Judge Callahan made clear that 
he was not supporting such an outcome, that he would not accept a "fifty-dollar fine for rape." In 
1937, the prosecution dropped the charges against five of the black defendants, and changed the 
charge against Ozie Powell to assault on a deputy. Callahan, disregarding the six years Powell 
had already spent in jail, sentenced him to the maximum, twenty years. 
 
Further information on the Scottsboro cases heard by Judge Callahan, including excerpts from 
testimony, are available on Professor Douglas Linder's Famous American Trials Web site at the 
University of Missouri - Kansas City Law School. 
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Article Six:  
Alabama Pardons 3 ‘Scottsboro Boys’ After 80 Years 

Alan Blinder 
Nov. 21, 2013 
 
ATLANTA — More than 80 years after they were falsely accused and wrongly convicted in the 
rapes of a pair of white women in north Alabama, three black men received posthumous pardons 
on Thursday, essentially absolving the last of the “Scottsboro Boys” of criminal misconduct and 
closing one of the most notorious chapters of the South’s racial history. 
 
The Alabama Board of Pardons and Paroles voted unanimously during a hearing in Montgomery 
to issue the pardons to Haywood Patterson, Charles Weems and Andy Wright, all of whom were 
repeatedly convicted of the rapes in the 1930s. 
 
“The Scottsboro Boys have finally received justice,” Gov. Robert J. Bentley said in a statement. 
 
Thursday’s vote brought to an end to a case that yielded two landmark Supreme Court opinions 
— one about the inclusion of blacks on juries and another about the need for adequate legal 
representation at trial — but continued to hang over Alabama as an enduring mark of its tainted 
past. 
 
“It’s certainly something that when people hear it, they automatically associate it with the state in 
a negative manner,” said John Miller, an assistant professor at the University of Alabama who 
helped to prepare the pardon petition. “Alabama has worked as hard as anybody has to make sure 
that, to the extent that we can amend a legacy that is not flattering, we are trying to do the right 
things now.” 
 
Others applauded the pardons but said they wanted to see the state consider the lessons of the 
flawed prosecutions in an era when Alabama has the nation’s third-highest incarceration rate. 
 
“I’d like to see my state do more proactive things and get to a point where we don’t have to be 
correcting mistakes,” said Fred Gray, a civil rights lawyer who represented Rosa Parks in the 
1950s and submitted an affidavit endorsing the pardon petition. “We should set up a procedure to 
prevent it from occurring in the first place, and we just haven’t really done that.” 
 
The men were among the group of nine teenagers who were first tried in April 1931 after a fight 
between blacks and whites aboard a train passing through Jackson County, in Alabama’s 
northeastern corner, led to allegations of sexual assault. Within weeks of the reported rapes, an 
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Alabama judge had sentenced eight of them to death following their convictions by all-white 
juries. The trial of the youngest defendant, Roy Wright, ended in a hung jury amid a dispute 
about whether he should be executed, and he was never retried. 
 
The United States Supreme Court intervened the following year, setting off a long stretch of 
additional appeals and trials, including one in 1933 where Ruby Bates, one of the accusers, 
recanted her story. 
 
Prosecutors dropped the rape charges against five of the men in July 1937, but four others — 
including those pardoned on Thursday — were convicted again and initially sentenced to death 
or decades in prison. 
 
State officials ultimately agreed to release three of them on parole, including Clarence Norris, 
who was pardoned by Gov. George Wallace in 1976. Mr. Patterson escaped from prison and fled 
to Michigan. 
 
The legal wrangling became a cultural mainstay, the subject of books, songs, television 
documentaries and even a Broadway production. 
 
But Sheila Washington’s interest in the Scottsboro Boys was born of a less prominent moment: 
She came across a copy of Mr. Patterson’s memoir in a bedroom when she was 17 years old and 
vowed to help the men get justice. She later founded the Scottsboro Boys Museum and Cultural 
Center and, in 2009, began a campaign to seek pardons for the men, with the backing of 
researchers and lawyers throughout the state. 
 
“I think we all realized that the convictions had been a terrible injustice,” said Judge Steven 
Haddock, who became a supporter. 
 
But Ms. Washington quickly learned that while Alabama officials were willing to consider 
pardons, they lacked the legal mechanism to grant them posthumously. 
 
Ms. Washington’s efforts led her to State Senator Arthur Orr, a white lawmaker from Decatur, a 
city about an hour from Scottsboro. He and other legislators agreed to sponsor a measure, 
unanimously approved this year, that created a process by which the Alabama authorities could 
issue pardons in select felony cases “to remedy social injustice associated with racial 
discrimination.” 
 
On Thursday, Mr. Orr said that the legislation and the hearing it prompted had amounted to a 
moment of catharsis for Alabama. 

29 



Non- Fiction Reading Articles                                                                                       ELA 10H  

 
“Today is a reminder that it is never too late to right a wrong. We cannot go back in time and 
change the course of history, but we can change how we respond to history,” Mr. Orr said. “The 
passage of time and doing nothing is no excuse. This hearing marks a significant milestone for 
these young men, their families and for our great state by officially recognizing and correcting a 
tremendous wrong.” 
 
A version of this article appears in print on Nov. 22, 2013, Section A, Page 14 of the New York 
edition with the headline: Pardons for the Last ‘Scottsboro Boys’. Order Reprints | Today’s Paper 
| Subscribe 
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Directions:  Fill in the boxes with 5 specific things you learned and give 1 specific reason why 
you thought it was interesting.  

Article 1: 

What I Learned Why it was interesting 

1. 

  

  

  

1. 

2. 

  

  

  

2. 

3. 

  

  

  

3. 

4. 

  

  

  

4. 
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5. 

  

  

  

5. 

 Questions: Answer the question in complete sentences and use specific examples from the 
article to support your point. 

 1. What is the central idea of the video? What do they want you to understand about the 
world, as it exists? Explain and give examples. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions:  Fill in the boxes with 5 specific things you learned and give 1 specific reason why 
you thought it was interesting.  

Article  2: 

What I Learned Why it was interesting 

1. 

  

  

  

1. 

2. 

  

  

  

2. 

3. 

  

  

  

3. 

4. 

  

  

  

4. 
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5. 

  

  

  

5. 

  

Questions: Answer the question in complete sentences and use specific examples from the 
articles to support your point. 

 2. What is the central idea of the video? What do they want you to understand about the 
world, as it exists? Explain and give examples. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions:  Fill in the boxes with 5 specific things you learned and give 1 specific reason why 
you thought it was interesting. 

Article 3: 

What I Learned Why it was interesting 

1. 

  

  

  

1. 

2. 

  

  

  

2. 

3. 

  

  

  

3. 

4. 

  

  

  

4. 
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5. 

  

  

  

5. 

 Questions: Answer the question in complete sentences and use specific examples from the 
article to support your point. 

 1. What is the central idea of the video? What do they want you to understand about the 
world, as it exists? Explain and give examples. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions:  Fill in the boxes with 5 specific things you learned and give 1 specific reason why 
you thought it was interesting. 

Article  4: 

What I Learned Why it was interesting 

1. 

  

  

  

1. 

2. 

  

  

  

2. 

3. 

  

  

  

3. 

4. 

  

  

  

4. 
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5. 

  

  

  

5. 

  

Questions: Answer the question in complete sentences and use specific examples from the 
articles to support your point. 

 2. What is the central idea of the video? What do they want you to understand about the 
world, as it exists? Explain and give examples. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions:  Fill in the boxes with 5 specific things you learned and give 1 specific reason why 
you thought it was interesting.  

Article 5: 

What I Learned Why it was interesting 

1. 

  

  

  

1. 

2. 

  

  

  

2. 

3. 

  

  

  

3. 

4. 

  

  

  

4. 
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5. 

  

  

  

5. 

 Questions: Answer the question in complete sentences and use specific examples from the 
article to support your point. 

 1. What is the central idea of the video? What do they want you to understand about the 
world, as it exists? Explain and give examples. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions:  Fill in the boxes with 5 specific things you learned and give 1 specific reason why 
you thought it was interesting.  

Article  6: 

What I Learned Why it was interesting 

1. 

  

  

  

1. 

2. 

  

  

  

2. 

3. 

  

  

  

3. 

4. 

  

  

  

4. 
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5. 

  

  

  

5. 

  

Questions: Answer the question in complete sentences and use specific examples from the 
articles to support your point. 

 2. What is the central idea of the video? What do they want you to understand about the 
world, as it exists? Explain and give examples. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary:  

Word Definition 

1. acquittal  

  

  

  

1. 

2. adversary system T 

  

  

  

2. 

3. appeal 

  

  

  

3. 

4. appellant 

  

  

  

4. 
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5. appellate court   

 

6. burden of proof   

7. civil case  

8. criminal case:  

9. due process of law:  
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10. precendent:  
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WRITING ASSIGNMENT: 

Directions: Using the information from the articles and your knowledge from social studies, 

answer the following. Be sure to use direct citations from the articles as well as explain how and 

why these citations help to prove your conclusions. THIS IS A PAPER OF AT LEAST 2 

PAGES  MUST INCLUDE AN INTRODUCTION, BODY PARAGRAPHS, AND A 

CONCLUSION. You may type or hand write.  

 

Question: How did the culture of implicit and explicit racism in the South during the time of the 

Scottsboro Boys case influence the judicial process and its outcome? Give at least two examples 

of implicit and two examples of explicit racism. Be specific and explain all conclusions.  
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